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                            What is animal sentience?

Sentient animals are aware of their feelings and emotions. These could be negative feelings such as pain, frustration and fear. It is logical to suppose that sentient animals also enjoy feelings of comfort, enjoyment, contentment, and perhaps even great delight and joy.

Science shows us some interesting abilities in farm animals:

	Sheep can recognise up to 50 other sheep’s faces and remember them for two years
	Cows show excitement when they discover how to open a gate leading to a food reward
	Mother hens teach their chicks which foods are good to eat
	Lame meat chickens choose to eat food which contains a painkiller


Scientists believe that sentience is necessary because it helps animals to survive by:

	learning more effectively from experience in order to cope with the world
	distinguishing and choosing between different objects, animals and situations such as working out who is helpful or who might cause them harm
	understanding social relationships and the behaviour of other individuals.


The growing scientific interest in animal sentience is showing what many people have long thought to be the case – that a wide range of animals are thinking, feeling beings. What happens to them matters to them.



    

A sentient animal is one for whom feelings matter



John Webster, Professor Emeritus, University of Bristol

Why animal sentience matters

Animals have evolved to cope as successfully as possible with life in the wild. Thousands of years of domestication of farm animals have changed their basic motivations and behaviour patterns very little.

Industrial-type farming often fails to appreciate animals’ needs and their capacity to suffer. This can mean that very large numbers of sentient animals are routinely subjected to pain and deprivation.

Globally each year we farm 70 billion farm animals for meat, milk or eggs. The majority of commercially-farmed animals are confined in cages, narrow stalls or in over-crowded sheds. In such confinement, there is little or no opportunity to carry out the natural behaviours which are so important to them.

It is urgent that farming systems and practices adopt methods which recognise animal sentience and pay full regard to the animals’ needs.

Read more in our summary report: Stop, Look, Listen – recognising the sentience of farm animals.

Getting involved in the fight against factory farming couldn’t be easier. Simply sign up to receive email updates from Compassion in World Farming to hear about urgent campaign actions and other ways you can help end cruelty to farm animals.
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                    Write to us

                    
                        Registered Office:

Compassion in World Farming International

River Court, Mill Lane

Godalming

Surrey GU7 1EZ

United Kingdom
                    

                

                
                    Call us

                    
                        +44 (0)1483 521 953
As some of our team are working remotely, we would be most grateful if you are able to contact us using our email form. If you prefer to leave a message, we will be pleased to return your call at the earliest opportunity. We apologise in advance for any delay and thank you very much for your patience.
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                                    Please help us raise £30,000
                                


                                    
                                        We urgently need your support to fund legal action against cages and our campaigns to end factory farming.
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                            You are using an outdated browser which we do not support. Please upgrade your browser to improve your experience and security.

If you have any further questions regarding this, or any other matter, please get in touch with us at supporters@ciwf.org.uk. We aim to respond to all queries within two working days. However, due to the high volume of correspondence that we receive, it may occasionally take a little longer. Please do bear with us if this is the case. Alternatively, if your query is urgent, you can contact our Supporter Engagement Team on +44 (0)1483 521 953 (lines open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm).
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                Can you spare ten minutes?

                By taking part in a short survey about our website, you will help us to better organise the content on our website, which will ultimately help all our future website users to help farm animals!

                    Yes, I'll help
            

        







